The final anecdote is a cautionary tale: a California English teacher I know was reprimanded after posting a comment to her Facebook profile that criticized a major political figure in her school community. Though her job was never in jeopardy, shc was upbraided by the school superintendent for lack of judgment and exhibiting poor character.
The teacher felt compelled to delete her Facebook account immediately.
As these anecdotes suggest, many of our colleagues and most of our students are already on • Discuss web safety and responsibility with your students.
• Use Facebook to communicate aeademie information to your students. The easiest way of doing so is to set up a Facebook group for your class which does not require friending students and which functions much like a class bulletin board. Remind your students that any content they post to the class group must be school appropriate.
• Pay attention to your privacy settings. By default, Facebook allows only your friends to see your profile. I also recommend allowing only your own friends (and not any larger networks you join) to see your Facebook aetivity. You may also want to make your profile unavailable to the Facebook search engine.
• Establish a policy on friending students. To be safe, ignore friend requests from current students and avoid requesting friendship with them. your students to look you up after they graduate. • Use Facebook or another social network to catch students violating school rules or policies. Online policing is best left to parents and administrators.
• Dismiss Facebook or other social networks as a fad, as a waste of time, or as a threat to teaching and learning. When used responsibly and creatively, social networking can afford students new learning opportunities. See suggestions below.
Social Networking in the English Language Arts
The idea of social networking should be nothing new to teachers of English language arts. After all, we are in the business of creating learning communities in our reading and writing classrooms. Perhaps more than any other discipline, English relies on social networks to get its work done. When we teach writing, we put students into peer response groups whose success depends on collaborative social relationships between writers (Bruffee 168). Literature circles, a popular methods of teaching literature in middle and high school, also institutes social networks of three or four students. These small networks meet periodically to form meaning from the texts they read (Daniels 42) . Discussion ofliterary texts, both in large and small groups, is a social discourse that ideally involves a wide range of students making connections to one another in a democratic and constructive way (Christenbury 260).
Put more broadly, many of us have seen our classes fall apart when students refuse to network with their classmates, and the barriers between them too great to overcome, the silenee just too seduetive.
Social networks are also present in the literary works we teach. It seems obvious to observe that the great majority of canonical works concern human beings acting in relationships with one another-sometimes to spurn the 
